
Welcome to the 111(F) Sqn Summer Newsletter. I hope we find you in good health and fine spirits. It has been a busy time on the Sqn since I wrote to you in the New Year. We have had a few postings without replacements, deployed on Operation Bolthole to RAF Lossiemouth and had the last Tornado F3 detachment to RAF Gibraltar.
We have said a fond farewell to friends and colleagues over the last 6 months. Flt Lts Bruce McConnell and Jonathan Skinner have been lucky enough to obtain a posting to 29(R) Sqn on the Typhoon. Our QWIN, Flt Lt Ed Whitechurch has been posted to the USAF F15E exchange and Flt Lt James Porteous has been posted to 1Gp on promotion. We also say farewell to Flt Lt Paul Brant who leaves the RAF for hopefully a career in investment banking. We wish all of them success in their new career paths.
When I wrote to you back in February, the Sqn was in the middle of our air-to-air gunnery phase which lasted approximately 3 weeks once the traditional Scottish weather had taken its toll. Notwithstanding, the accolade of best gunner went to Flt Lts Sam Cowan and his rear seater Pat Kaina. It was an enjoyable phase of flying for all and allowed all of the Sqn’s pilots to experience a live weapons event on the Tornado F3 which was a first for many.  The support and sterling efforts of our engineers was also greatly appreciated.

At the beginning of March, QRA was launched in the early hours to intercept a pair of Blackjacks which had entered the UK’s policing area.  They were 
intercepted and escorted around the west coast of Ireland before turning about and heading north. Since the beginning of 2009, RAF Leuchars QRA has been called out on many occasions as part of our mandate to provide security for the UK’s airspace against all unauthorised incursions, 365 days per year, 24/7.

On the 11 March, the Sqn deployed to Lossiemouth to enable runway repairs to be undertaken at RAF Leuchars. 111 (F) Sqn was presented with the challenging task of getting 120 engineers, 32 aircrew and 14 aircraft to Lossiemouth on Op Bolthole. It is a testament to the efforts of the Sqn’s personnel that QRA and training flying continued at Lossiemouth with no disruption as the Sqn delivered its flying task for the financial year. A significant achievement considering the Tornado F3 drawdown. Moreover 111(F) Sqn was the only fast jet sqn in the RAF to achieve this headmark. Unfortunately the ash then arrived! When the Eyjafjallajoekull Volcano in Iceland erupted on the 14 April, it caused numerous issues for the Sqn. Large portions of the UK FIR were closed to all traffic, but QRA remained at high readiness. Careful planning and flexibility resulted in the Sqn only losing 42 hours to the ash compared to its planned task. The Sqn’s aircrew could not however rest on their laurels during this period, as its Standardisation Evaluation was fast approaching at the end of May and our time was filled with in-depth briefs on the Tornado F3s weapons and aircraft systems. The ash did eventually clear and the Sqn clawed back its hours when flying returned to normal in May. On the 10 May aircraft and personnel were recovered to RAF Leuchars.
June was another busy month with the Queen’s Birthday Flypast and preparation for Exercise Southern Flame; 111(F) Sqn’s detachment to RAF Gibraltar. The former saw 2 Tornado F3s fly down the Mall to Buckingham Palace on the wing of 2 Typhoons. The latter involved 6 aircraft deploying successfully to Gibraltar on 21 June. Air-to-air refuelling over the South West of the UK enabled the aircraft to proceed directly to their destination. Training flying commenced the next day and involved a mix of air-to-air combat flying and QRA intercepts. Those of us not lucky enough to go, maintained QRA at home with a small amount of training flying where possible.
Unfortunately, this will be my last Newsletter to you as the Association Secretary. I am posted to RAF Linton-On-Ouse as a course commander and WSO instructor for the new recruits coming through the system. My final day on the Sqn will be 3 September 2010, so I will be handing my responsibilities as Secretary, including the Association database, and Treasurer duties to Wg Cdr (Rtd) Dave Wood. As a result I will email the database to Association members again before I depart, so if anyone has had a change of details, then please let me know so I can hand over to Wg Cdr Wood in good order. May I also request that if you plan on attending the Association Reunion weekend at RAF Leuchars during the weekend 15-17 October 2010, then please let me know when able, or if later than the end of August, please email my replacement Flt Lt Phill Williams. He will continue with the organisation of the Reunion weekend. All of the relevant contact details are provided below. 

The reunion weekend will consist of a Happy Hour on Friday 15 October in the Officers’ Mess at RAF Leuchars. The 16 October will involve a Squadron open day in the morning, lunch in the Officers’ Mess and the AGM in the afternoon. The Dining In Night will be held at the Officers’ Mess in the evening. Accommodation in the Mess is limited and will be first come first serve basis, so please advise me as soon as possible if you require accommodation. There were a few problems with the email system last year, so if you contact me or Phil Williams via email, please ensure you receive an acknowledgement. The dress for future Reunions will be jacket and tie for the AGM and Number 5 Mess Dress for serving members at the dinner. For non-serving members, the dress will be dinner jackets and medals.
Finally the Squadron Website, www.111sqn.com, is now fully up and running but could do with some additions to the Association page. If you have any stories or memories you would like to share, then please email us and we will get them displayed on the page for everyone to read.

So I say a fond farewell. It has been an honour and a pleasure to be your secretary and I hope to see all of you in future reunions to come when I return as an Association Member. 
Wg Cdr Dave Wood: wood.dajak@btinternet.com 
01526 352784 or 07801713019

Flt Lt Helen Callis (until 3 Sep 10)
Leu111sqn-fdfltnav@leuchars.raf.mod.uk

or cxisqn@hotmail.com

Flt Lt Phill Williams (from 3 Sep 10)
Leu111sqn-aircrew48@leuchars.raf.mod.uk
or cxisqn@hotmail.com
OC 111(F) Sqn
Despite the Tornado F3 drawdown progressing, it has been a challenging period since the last Newsletter with the Sqn undertaking a wide variety of events with more planned for the future.

Against this backdrop, the Sqn has continued to deliver QRA impeccably and was recognised for its efforts in delivering the required training flying by receiving AOC 1 Gp’s Special Achievement award recently.  This is a wonderful accolade that reflects the efforts of every one of the Sqn’s personnel.
The success of back-to-back detachments on Op Bolthole and Exercise Southern Flame further underline the Sqn’s ability to rise to the challenges and deliver the required with aplomb, while the air-to-air gunnery was enjoyed by all with the traditional auction of the crews.
For the future, the Sqn is looking ahead to a small detachment to Ostrava in the Czech Republic with hopefully a couple of smaller events to follow before the disbandment.  In addition, we have a further 2 missiles to fire in early August to get the pulses racing for those involved!
Aside from these events, we are, of course, starting to look forward to the disbandment with hopefully further details to follow during the Reunion weekend.

I look forward to hopefully seeing you at the Association weekend at RAF Leuchars in October and in the interim, wish you good health and prosperity.

Finally, I would like to formally thank Helen for her outstanding efforts as the Association Secretary and wish her the best of luck for the future and hopefully a speedy return to the Association in a less formal role.  Once again, many thanks.
Adstantes
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